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barbarians, into the slave-huts of the peasantry, even into the monasteries of the desert, and dragging them back to their curia ; we find men forced to assume the uncoveted honour as soon as they have acquired property enough to share the financial burden. The weight of imperial taxation, added to the municipal charge, was crushing them to the earth,
For, in the economy of a Roman town, the financial burden fell upon this hereditary class of curials and the higher officials. Thus it was that, before the burden of taxation became excessive and the class reduced, the towns of Africa were enriched with many a beautiful structure. The modern traveller in Algeria still finds a noble arch of marble welcoming him amidst the mounds of ruin that were once a Roman town. Other towns had a forum with columns of marble and sculptured portico, a vast amphitheatre, a circus, an ornate temple. All had public baths with wide colonnades, spacious gaming-room.s, luxury upon luxury. The t/tttttnvtr had to prove his generosity on his election, to spend fabulous sums on the decoration of the town and the amusement of its inhabitants. In the villages, no doubt, life was hard enough. The villager yoked his wife and army, into the service of the palace, into the lands of the
